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(MUNICIPALITY NAME), 
(NAME OF COUNTY), PENNSYLVANIA 

ORDINANCE NO. 2003 -    
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE (Insert name of MUNICIPALITY AND NAME OF COUNTY), 
PENNSYLVANIA, DIRECTING AND REQUIRING THE CONNECTION OF ALL OCCUPIED 
STRUCTURES TO PUBLIC WATER LINES ACCESSIBLE THERETO PROVIDED TO THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC BY THE PETROLEUM VALLEY REGIONAL WATER AUTHORITY; 
PROVIDING FOR THE METHOD OF CONNECTION BETWEEN STRUCTURES AND PUBLIC 
WATER LINES; PROVIDING FOR ABANDONMENT OF WELLS; PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT 
OF CHARGES FOR WATER CONNECTION AND WELL ABANDONMENT; PROVIDING 
REMEDIES FOR THE (SELECT BOROUGH/TOWNSHIP) IN THE EVENT OWNERS REFUSE 
TO ABANDON WELLS; AND PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF THIS 
ORDINANCE. 
 

WHEREAS, the Members of the governing body of the (Insert name of MUNICIPALITY, 
name of county) County, Pennsylvania, have been advised that groundwater within the (Insert 
name of MUNICIPALITY) and used for potable water by residents of the (Insert name of 
MUNICIPALITY) is contaminated or threatened by releases of hazardous substances as 
described in a Notice of Proposed Remedial Response (the "Notice") issued February 15, 2003, 
by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection ("DEP"), pursuant to Section 505 
of the Pennsylvania Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act, Act of October 18, 1998, P.L. 756, 35 P.S. 
§§ 6020.101- 6020.1305 ("HSCA"); and 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the Notice, DEP is providing a HSCA grant to the Petroleum 

Valley Regional Water Authority ("Authority") for the construction of public water facilities in the 
(Insert name of MUNICIPALITY), (select "Borough/Township"); and  

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the Notice, the Members of the governing body of the 

(Borough/Township), deem it advisable and in the best interest of the residents of the 
(Borough/Township) to require all occupied structures accessible to a public water main to be 
connected to the main, and advisable and in the best interest of all residents in the 
contaminated area that wells be abandoned after such connection to the public water supply; 
and, 

 
[SELECT ONE OF THE OPTIONS BELOW] 
 
WHEREAS, Article XXIV, Section 2461 of the Borough Code empowers the 

Borough to compel the owner of any property which abuts a public water main line to 
connect thereto; and  

 
WHEREAS, Article XXVII, Section 2707 of the First Class Township Code 

empowers the Township to compel the owner of any property which abuts a public water 
main line to connect thereto; and 
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WHEREAS Article XXVI, Section 2603 of the Second Class Township Code 
empowers the Township to compel the owner of any property which abuts a public water 
main line to connect thereto; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the intent of this Ordinance to provide for the mandatory tapping into a 

public water main of properties in the Borough/Township to which the Authority is to provide 
public water service under that certain Grant Agreement between the Authority and DEP ("Grant 
Agreement"), and any subsequent water line projects by the Authority. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED and ENACTED by the governing body of the 

(INSERT MUNICIPALITY AND COUNTY) County, Pennsylvania the following: 
 

SECTION 1: Mandatory Connection.  Every owner of a property in the (select 
Borough/Township) that abuts a public water main and upon which is erected, now or in the 
future, a structure suitable for human occupancy or commercial or industrial use shall, at the 
cost of such owner unless otherwise noted below, connect the structure to the public water main 
in order that the structure be served with a public water supply for potable use, subject only to 
such exceptions as are set forth elsewhere in this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 2: Tapping Fee.   
 

(a)  At the time a public water main owned or operated by the Authority or the (select 
Borough/Township) as part of a public water distribution system has been installed at a 
location abutting or contiguous to property on which a structure is presently, or in the future will 
be constructed, the owner of the property shall, upon notice from the Authority and/or the 
(select Borough/Township), pay a tapping fee for the connection to public water main.  This 
tapping fee will be established by and paid to the Authority. 
 
 (b)  Notwithstanding the above, the required tapping fee shall be waived for properties 
abutting or contiguous to the public water main that are connected to the public water main as 
part of the Authority's construction of the public water distribution system pursuant to the Grant 
Agreement, provided the connection is completed within six months following the date upon 
which the public water service becomes available to the property.   
 
SECTION 3: Compliance with Authority Rules.  No person or other entity shall make or 
cause to be made any connection to a public water main until such party has complied with all 
rules and regulations established by the Authority operating the public water distribution system 
to which the connection is to be made. 
 
SECTION 4: Confirmation of Authority Rules.  The (select Borough/Township) hereby 
approves and confirms all Rules and Regulations and Schedule of Rates and Charges of the 
Authority now in effect and as each may be later enacted, amended, revised and/or rescinded 
by the Authority in the exercise of its exclusive power to do so. 
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SECTION 5: Costs of Construction.   
 

(a)  The cost of constructing service lines from the public water main to a structure, as 
well as the cost of the water meter and other appurtenances, will be the responsibility of the 
property owner. 
 
 (b)  Notwithstanding the above, the cost of constructing service lines from the public 
water main to a structure, as well as the cost of the water meter and other appurtenances, shall 
be paid by the Authority out of the proceeds of the Grant Agreement for properties abutting or 
contiguous to the public water main that are connected to the public water main as part of the 
Authority's construction of the public water system, provided the connection is completed within 
six months following the date upon which public water service becomes available to the 
property.   
 
SECTION 6: Abandonment of Wells.   
 

(a)  Groundwater wells supplying water to properties abutting or contiguous to the public 
water distribution system to be constructed by the Authority pursuant to the Grant Agreement 
are subject to the release or threatened release of hazardous substances or contaminants as 
described in the Notice. 

 
(b)  Upon a property's connection to the public water supply, the use of groundwater 

wells for potable water at the property is prohibited.  Upon a property's connection to the public 
water supply, the property owner shall abandon all wells in accordance with state and federal 
law.  The property owner may continue using the well for non-potable purposes by notifying the 
Authority of the continued operation of the well and providing proof to the (select 
Borough/Township), with a copy to the Authority and DEP, of the filing of the Affidavit required 
by section 6(e) below.   

 
(c)  Immediately upon a property's connection to the public water supply, all wells 

supplying water to the property shall be disconnected from any and all structures on the 
property. The electrical supply to the well shall be disconnected, and plumbing from the 
wellhead  shall be disconnected, unless the owner of the property notifies the Authority of the 
continued operation of the well for non-potable purposes and provides proof to the (select 
Borough/Township), with a copy to the Authority and DEP, of the filing of the Affidavit required 
by section 6(e) below, in which event connections necessary for non-potable uses of well water 
may be maintained. 
 
 (d)  The cost of well abandonment shall be paid by the Authority out of the proceeds of 
the Grant Agreement for properties abutting or contiguous to the public water main that are 
connected to the public water main as part of the Authority's construction of the public water 
system, provided the well abandonment is completed within six months following the date upon 
which public water service becomes available to the property.   
 
 (e)  In the event a property owner neglects or refuses to abandon a water supply well on 
property served by the public water main, the property owner shall file an Affidavit with the 
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Recorder of Deeds of (INSERT NAME OF COUNTY) County, Pennsylvania, with a copies to 
DEP and (select Borough/Township), containing the following information:  
 

Name of Property Owner;   
Street Address Location of existing well;   
Street Address and/or Mailing Address of Property Owner;   
Name of Municipality;   
Tax Parcel ID Number;  
Description of the location of the water supply well on the property; and 
This Statement:  "A water supply well exists on the property that is subject 
to the release or threatened release of hazardous substances or 
contaminants and the failure to abandon such well may permit human or 
animal exposure to hazardous substances or contaminants."   
 

Should the property owner later abandon the water supply well in accordance with state and 
federal law, the property owner shall file an Affidavit with the Recorder of Deeds of (INSERT 
NAME OF COUNTY) County, Pennsylvania, verifying that well abandonment has occurred.  
Should the property owner fail to file an Affidavit required under this Section 6(e), the Authority, 
as agent for the (select Borough/Township), shall do so.   
 
SECTION 7: Non-Compliance with Ordinance.  If the owner of a property on which a 
structure subject to this Ordinance is erected neglects or refuses to comply with the provisions 
of this Ordinance for at least ninety (90) days after receiving notice to do so from the Authority 
or the (select Borough/Township), or within the time period designated by the Grant 
Agreement, such notice either by personal service or mail, then an agent for the Authority may 
enter the property and the structure and supply all the material and labor necessary to 
accomplish the connection of the structure to the public water main and the abandonment of 
wells in order that the property and the structure be brought into compliance with this 
Ordinance.  At its option the (select Borough/Township) or the Authority may also record the 
Affidavit set forth in section 6(e) above at the sole cost and expense of the property owner.  All 
cost and expense of any such actions, including but not limited to construction activities, shall 
be borne by the property owner and shall be due and payable within thirty (30) days of the date 
of an invoice to the owner for the same.  If not paid within thirty (30) days, the payment may be 
enforced in the same manner as debts may be collected at law or by a municipal claim or lien 
against the property owner as provided by law. 
 
SECTION 8: Penalties.  In addition to the penalties provided for in this Ordinance, any 
person, company or other legal entity that fails to make the required connection, abandon its 
well or file the required Affidavit within the ninety (90) day period after notice shall, upon 
conviction before a District Justice, pay a fine or penalty of not less than Twenty-Five ($25.00) 
Dollars and not more than Three Hundred ($300.00) Dollars, plus costs, and/or be sentenced to 
imprisonment of not more than thirty (30) days.  It is further provided that each day's violation 
following the initial ninety (90) day period shall be a separate offense and may be prosecuted as 
such. 
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SECTION 9: Administration by Authority.  The (select Borough/Township) hereby 
designates and appoints the Authority, on behalf of the (select Borough/Township), and to the 
fullest extent necessary and possible, to carry out all the intents, purposes, and requirements of 
this Ordinance, and to act in all ways, either in its own name or on behalf of and in the name of 
the (select Borough/Township), in the administration and enforcement of all terms and 
conditions of this Ordinance, the Rules and Regulations of the Authority, and the Schedule of 
Rates and Charges, all such Rules and Regulations and Schedule of Rates and Charges being 
capable, in the sole discretion of the Authority, of amendment by it from time to time. 
 
SECTION 10:   Waiver of Fees.  Waiver of payment of tapping fees, the cost of installing the 
property owner's service line, water meter and other appurtenances, and the cost of well 
abandonment, shall only be paid out of Grant Agreement funds for those property owners with 
existing structures in the area subject to the release or threatened release of hazardous 
substances or contaminants as described in the Notice and addressed by the Grant Agreement.   
 
SECTION 11:   Severability.  The invalidation of any section, clause, sentence or provision of 
this Ordinance shall not affect the validity of any other part of the Ordinance that can be given 
effect without such invalid part or parts. 
 
SECTION 12: Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after its 
adoption. 
 
 ENACTED AND ORDAINED as an ordinance of the (INSERT NAME OF 
MUNICIPALITY AND NAME OF COUNTY), Pennsylvania, this    day of  
 , 2003. 
 
Attest:       INSERT NAME OF MUNICIPALITY 
       ____________ COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 
 
 
     (SEAL)        
 
       Title:        
 
 
Approved as to Form By:    Approved By: 
 
 
             
   , Solicitor      , Mayor 
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AppendixCtor Task Specific Pre-Work Daily Safety Checklist

Each section of checklist must be completed by Contractor for each activity that applies
Contractor Name Date Work Location _
Job Description _

Yes No
1. Will the work be done at elevations greater than 6 feet NOT protected by passive systems such as guard­
rails for which fall protection is required?
• Job is appropriately staffed with properly trained personnel?
• All equip. necessary for safe and environmentally sound performance of the work is available, in proper

working condition and will be used as intended by the manufacturer?
• Are there identifiable hazards that need to be corrected prior to beginning work?
• Any additional safety reminders for that day's work are provided

• Is a "Competent Person" onsite? Name _--=- _
• Worksite has been inspected for the day and deemed safe for work

Signature: Date: _

2. Will the work involve scaffolds?
• Job is appropriately staffed with properly trained personnel?
• Has scaffold been constructed in accordance with all applicable OSHA regulations including decking,

handrails, toe plates, ladders, etc.? If no, note discrepancies on back.
• All equip. necessary for safe and environmentally sound performance of the work is available, in proper

working condition and will be used as intended by the manufacturer?
• Are there identifiable hazards that need to be corrected prior to beginning work?
• Any additional safety reminders for that day's work are provided

• Is a "Competent Person" onsite? Name _

• Scaffold has been inspected for the shift and deemed safe for work

Signature: Date: _

3. Will the work involve hydro-blasting (greater than 1000 psi)?
• Job is appropriately staffed with properly trained personnel?
• All equip . necessary for safe and environmentally sound performance of the work is available, in proper

working condition and will be used as intended by the manufacturer?
• Are there identifiable hazards that need to be corrected prior to beginning work?
• Any additional safety reminders for that day's work are provided

• Is a "Competent Person" onsite? Name _

• Worksite has been inspected for the day and deemed safe for work

Signature: Date: _

4. Will the work involve excavat ions?
• Job is appropriately staffed with properly trained personnel?
• All equip. necessary for safe and environmentally sound performance of the work is available, in proper

working condition and will be used as intended by the manufacturer?
• Are there identifiable hazards that need to be corrected prior to beginning work?
• Any additional safety reminders for that day's work are provided

• Is a "Competent Person " onsite? Name _
• Excavation has been inspected for the day and deemed safe for work

Signature : Date: _

Yes No

Yes No

cmcginley
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